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Do you know what happened on March 8, 2016? Well, the 
Hand Bell Choir and Student Council took a trip to the Our 
Mother of Confidence Parish. They were there for the 

Missionary Childhood Association, a service in which we 
donated money for not-so-fortunate children. At this 

event Bishop Robert McElroy was present.  Bishop 
McElroy, as you may know, is head of the diocese of San 
Diego. (Mrs. Martinez has helped us participate in this 

charity for several years now, and she said this year was 
the most money our school has ever donated!  Great job 

St. Mary community!) 

The event began with a Mass with Bishop McElroy and 

other priests from around the diocese.  Everyone, 
including the Bishop, enjoyed a unique and entertaining 

Homily from the priest and a puppet named Lupe.   
Immediately afterwards, Solice Nerey personally accepted 
the award from the Bishop for our school’s participation in 

the Missionary Childhood Association. 

After Mass, while the schools enjoyed lunch together the 
Hand Bell Choir performed America the Beautiful. Their 
hard work and practice really payed off! As the Hand Bell 

Choir sang the audience joined along to the melody! 

The finale for the event was a fantastic performance by 
the Arteaga sisters.  They danced beautifully, and they 
looked splendid in their dresses. The Arteaga sisters are 

lucky to have such a wonderful connection to their 
culture.  It was a memorable and meaningful event for 

the students involved. 

St. Mary Students 

Meet the Bishop 

By Namie Adriano 5th grade 
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 Our middle school students just
completed the Academic Decathlon.
It was a great experience and they
look forward to competing again
next year.  Representing our school
this year: Captain-Nick Narcy (7th)
o 8th grade- Ariamna Arteaga
o 7th grade- Ashley Marquez, Brett

Wilkins
o 6th grade- Eric Coy, Peyton

Farmer, Lorraine Lucas, Maya
Mendoza, Donald Meziere, 
Bailey Prieto, & Mariano 
Zeighami 

 7th & 8th grade students participated
in Science Fair last week and all
students placed in the top three of
their categories!  Lauren Williams
placed first in her division, Chapel
Blaze placed 2nd, and placing 3rd

were: Zarita Apple, Nathan Barraza,
John Carey, Sean Maloney, Luke
Nash, & Brett Wilkins

Congratulations to these students 

Extracurricular Activities 

St. Mary School  --  Now Enrolling Students- preschool through 8th grade 

for their academic excellence!

Quick Note 
Please enjoy this first edition of 

our newsletter.  Our correspondence is 

meant to inform, amuse and sometimes 

catechize children of all ages.  Most of 

the time the work will be student 

produced or selected. We hope you enjoy! 
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Q: Why didn’t Jonah trust the ocean? 

A: He thought there was something fishy in 

there. 

Q: Who was the greatest financer in the Bible? 

A: Noah; he was floating his stock while 

everyone else was in liquidation. 

Q: Where was Solomon’s temple located? 

A: On the side of his head. 

MARCH 
* 24th Living Stations performed by 6th & 7th grade

* 28th – April 8th Easter break

APRIL 

* 30th (Sat) 2nd Graders First Communion 10 AM

MAY 
* 2nd-6th Teacher Appreciation Week
* 3rd (Tues) May Crowning 7 PM
* 9th-13th Sixth Grade Camp

Please refer to our school website for more information stmesc.org

Upcoming Events 

Bible Riddles  

That’s Pretty Interesting! 
Fun Facts about Our School & Teachers 

By Natalie Wilkins 4th grade 

For six years, Ms. Silady has been teaching 
at St. Mary School Escondido.  When asked 
about why she likes teaching at St. Mary 
she says she likes the families that go 
here, the students, the people she works 
with and, seeing the students grow up.  

The most interesting thing Ms. Silady has 
done is meet and, get blessed by Mother 
Teresa. She was about 10 years old when 
she experienced this special honor.   

If you ever want to get Ms. Silady a treat 
for being a great teacher, her favorite 
coffee order is Vente Iced Coffee Black. 
Ms. Silady is truly a magnificent teacher 

and loved by all. 

Contributing Authors:  

Namie Adriano (5th) Ardy Burnette (5th), 

Danielle Ortiz (4th), Natalie Wilkins (4th) 

Mrs. Wilkins- advisor  
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Cool Christian 
By Ardy Burnette 5

th
 grade 

A Cool Christian is someone on our campus 

who shows extra care in participating in our 

School Learning Expectations.  Dana Ortiz was 

recently spotted as a St. Mary Cool Christian.  

Dana was born on November 17, 2004. Dana's 

favorite fifth grade subject is math. She has 

been a Cool Christian by staying silent in class, 

and helping students when they are in need. 

She comes from a family of three other 

siblings.  She and all her siblings are new here, 

but St. Mary School has welcomed them like 

family. 

Dana’s siblings consists of Darlene (14), 

Danielle (9), and Darren (8).  Her father is in the 

Marine Corps, so she has been moving since 

she was a little girl.  Besides living here in 

Escondido, some of the states she has lived in 

are: Virginia and North Carolina.   Moving may 

seem like a bad thing, but Dana and her family 

have learned to adapt to new places, and that’s 

why she is so able to talk to new people and 

help them.  

 Catholic Trivia- 
A brief note on Traditions of 

Stations of the Cross   
Here is an excerpt from an article on EWTN 
written by Fr. William Saunders.  He explains how 
the term stations might have been introduced to 
our Catholic devotion to Christ’s Passion.   

“William Wey, an English pilgrim, visited the 
Holy Land in 1462, and is credited with the 
term "stations." He described the manner in 
which a pilgrim followed the steps of Christ. 
Prior to this time, the path usually followed 
the reverse course of ours today—moving from 
Mount Calvary to Pilate's house. At this time, 
the reverse—going from Pilate's house to 
Calvary—seems to have taken hold.” (How Did 
Stations of the Cross Begin?) 




